Jackson Square Historical Walk and

Introduction to the International Settlement Arch

On Tuesday evening we braved the cold wind and huddled like penguins in occasional spots of sunlight as Charles Fracchia introduced us to the rich and varied history of Jackson Square.  Together we visualized scenes from the 1850s (when Jackson Square emerged as San Francisco's first downtown) to the 1950s (when it had fully evolved into the naughty side of town).   We began to understand the importance of Jackson Square to San Francisco’s history. 
One of our goals was to find a point-of-view that might guide our proposed neighborhood revival, but the only real consensus is that we need to spread the word about Jackson Square, San Francisco’s oldest neighborhood. Also, whether we love it or not, “breaking the rules” is a consistent theme in our history; bordellos, gambling dens and the controversial Transamerica Pyramid are emblematic of San Francisco’s historical desire to break free.  
Here are a few of the crazy (and not so crazy) ideas that emerged after last night’s walk:  a BBQ on Balance Street, Dickensian Carolers at Christmastime, the Running of the Bulls on Hotaling Place, a restoration/new use for the Hippodrome on Pacific Avenue, movie night in the Redwood Park (we can all finally see Pal Joey and Vertigo!), and San Francisco’s first Sit-Down Street Fair in which one level block would be dedicated (on a warm Indian summer night) to fine dining.  Just imagine a long row of candlelit tables, each hosted by a different local chef for patrons and supporters of the effort to revive Jackson Square.
Many of us had no idea what those two odd columns were at the entrance to the 300 block of Pacific Avenue (at Montgomery).  Thanks to Mr. Fracchia we now know that they once supported an arch with big bold letters proclaiming “INTERNATIONAL SETTLEMENT” (once again, please see Pal Joey). It must be restored.  We are inviting local ironworkers to bid on the project (their price to allow for a plaque advertising their shop at eye level).   
Several of the participants in last night’s walk insist upon restoring the INTERNATIONAL SETTLEMENT arch; $102 vinous dollars were spontaneously donated.  Benefactors are directed to Sarah Stocking who is managing the fund.

We hope last night’s fascinating walk and some of these ideas will serve as a spring board for the revitalization of our grand old neighborhood.  Please think about how you’d like to get involved.  Which people and resources can you bring to the project?  We’ll keep you posted on the date and time of our next meeting.
We’d like to offer a big thanks to Bix for hosting the event and an even bigger thanks to Charles for sharing his encyclopedic knowledge of Jackson Square.
Thank you,
Peter Scott
Jackson Square Historic District Association

 

